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O U deſire, that ſome Directions 
may be given you, both for the 
compoſing and Delivery of your 
Sermons. ET 


1. He, who ſets himſelf to any Work, 
ought well to conſider for what End and 
Purpoſe it is or ought to be deſigned : 
That his Labour may not be in vain. 


2. The End and Deſign, which every 
Preacher of theGoſpel ought always to pro- 
poſe to himſelf, cannot be better expreſſed 

than in our bleſſed  Saviour's own Words. 
Go ye therefore and teach all Nation. 
teaching them to obſerve all Things «whatever 
I bave commanaed you, Mat. 28. 19, 20. 
To which I defire you to add, Tit. 2. 11, 
Sc. And to take Notice of the concluding 
Words, v. 15. Theſe Things ſpeak and ex- 
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bort, &c. I might add many more preg- 


nant Paſſages of Holy Scripture to the ſame 
— — : But —_ cannot eſcape your own 
BFVAtion, in your conſtant and ſerious 
Reading both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. The Buſineſs, the only Buſineſs of 
a Preacher ought to be, to influence his 
Audieneg to Holineſ, in order to their 
eternal Happineſs. Let this then be your 


firſt and principal Rule in the making of 


every Sermon, that it be proper for this 
End. 


3. It isa good Cuſtom, That a Prea- 
cher always chooſes a Paſſage of Holy 
Seripture, whieh 1s called his Fext, for the 


Ground or Foundation of his Sermon. Let 


it be always your Care to make Choice of 
ſuch a Text, as may caſily and naturally 
lead you into ſuch a Diſcourſe, as may an- 
ſwer the End above-mentioned. 


4. Let not the Introduc ion to your Ser- 


mon be very long. It may be proper to 


give ſome brief Account of the Context, 
thereby to ſhe the Occaſion of the Words; 
Or to ſet forth the preſent State or practices 
of Men; that it may appear how ſcaſon- 
able it may be to handle the following Sub- 
je, and ſometimes it may be beſt to en- 
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ter upon the Text without any Preface. 
Long Introductions are generally tedious 
to the Audience. 


5. Plain Texts (of which there is great 
plenty) are generally the beſt. But if there 
be any Obſcurity in the words, Let it 
briefly be explained; that the Text may 
be well underſtood. 


6. For the drawing of uſeful Matter from 
the Text, one Way is to deduce one or 
more Doctrinal Propoſitions from it: Each 
of which Propoſitions may (it there be oeeaſi- 
on) be a little explained, to guard againſt 
miſtakes; and then proved from Seripiure 
or Reaſon or both. 


7 Sametimes it may be proper from it 
to raiſe material Queſtions the anſwer to 
each of which muſt confiſt of one or more 
diſtinct Propoſitions; Each Propoſition to 
be a litele explained (as occaſion fhall be) 
and then proved from Scripture or Raaſon 
or both. 


8, Or ſometimes it may be proper to di- 
vide the Text into jts Parts; and from each 
part (almoſt as jf it were a diftin&t Text) 
to raiſe and eftabiiſh Doctrinal Propoſitions, 
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to be explained and proved, as is before 
mentioned; but in a ſhorter Way. 


g. From each Doctrine, thus explained 
and proved, proper Inferences are to be 
drawn, either for the confirming of ſome 

int of Faith, or the enforcing of ſome 
Rule of Practiſe. Which Inferences may 
alſo be farther explained and proved, as 
there ſhall be occaſion. 


10. Sometimes it may be beſt immedi- 
ately to ſuBjoin each Inference to its reſpec- 
tive Doctrine, from whence it is deduced ; 
or ſometimęs to reſerve them all for the 
Concluſion of your Diſcourſc. 


11. The beſt Concluſion of a Sermon is 
to leave a ſtrong Impreſſion of ſonge papti- 
cular Chriſtian Duty upon the Mick 
your hearers: To which it may ſometimes 
be very uſeſul to ſubjoin two or three Pru- 
dential Rules for the better putting it in 


practice. 

12. I have given you my cleareſt 
thoughts of the way of compoſing a Ser- 
mon: But be not ſtrict in adhering to this 
or that particular Method. Always chooſe 
a proper ſubje& ; and whatever Method 
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9 
occurs to your thoughts, purſue it; Pro- 
vided it be clear. Method is certainly of 1 
great uſe both to the Preacher and Hearers: 5 
But I have heard and read good Sermons * 
that have not been ſtrictly Methodical. k 


13. Before you ſit down to write your 
Sermon, draw up a ſhort Scheme of all 
the Heads of it in their proper order. This 
will not take up much Time, and will : 
make the Co tion yery m val : 
| Gp 44) \a 


14. The beſt Sermon wil Foc nas * 
its force, if it be not well delgged. 
your Dq very be very Diltinck, dt 1d 

| - ena word * bg Joſt. Vome, Nins e- 

quire & quicker pronunciation than others; 

Butrſotfung ſhould Be ſpoken langdidly or 

Negligently from the — I can give 
you no better Rule than this: Speak as one 
who  1n xarneſt, and deſires that dll he 
ſays map be both ynderltqod and believeg?? * 
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Mind, by ſtudying the Holy &ripturts and 5 
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Books of Morality and Practical Divinity. N 
Theſe things Command and teach. Give 11 
Attendance to Reading. Neglect not be 
Gift that is in thee. Meditate upon theſe HH 
Things 5 give thyſelf hy to them. 8 
Take heed to thy ſelf, and to thy DofFtine , El 
Continue in them : Tor in doing this, thix 
Halt both fave thy elf, and them that hear WR 
thee, 1. Tim. 4, 11. &, = 
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